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without doing a life safety system review, your board 
and association could face liability exposure and higher 
insurance premiums - not to mention potentially 
exposing unit owners/residents to injuries and risks. But 
please don't wait until the last minute! These resources 
will become harder to secure, busier and more expensive 
as the December 2016 deadline approaches. More 
information may found at the Fire Safety Retrofitting 
page of the Division of Florida Condominiums, 
Timeshares, and Mobile Homes, website. 
 
**Check for faulty fire sprinklers due to an improper 
design (also known in the legal world as a "design 
defect"). 
 
If you have a hybrid system which includes CPVC and 
Allied ABF steel pipes, these materials have been found 
to be incompatible, resulting in cracks in the pipes and 
ultimately a system failure over time.  It is strongly 
recommended that you determine whether your sprinkler 
system contains steel pipes manufactured by Allied 
(marked with "ABF") that were installed in conjunction 
with CPVC pipes, especially if your building was built 
between the years of 2004 and 2010. If so, your 
Condominium Association may have standing to bring a 
(class action) lawsuit against the manufacturer. 
 
If you need any help or assistance with an opt-out or 
determining whether your system has an improper 
design, or may be eligible to recover $$ to help pay for 
your fire sprinkler retrofit, we are always here to help. 
Please call us at (800) 393-1529.   
  
Yours in Community,  
 

Alan Garfinkel, Esq. 
Katzman Garfinkel, Founding Partner 
Community Advocacy Network (CAN), Chairman

  

  
About the Community Advocacy Network: 
  
The Community Advocacy Network (CAN) is Florida's 
leading voice for the interests of 60,000 community
associations. CAN helps to lead the fight against over-
regulation of private residential communities by state and
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