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membership meeting at which a vote to opt out will 
be taken, must be mailed or hand delivered to each 
unit owner at least 14 days prior to the date of the 
meeting.  An affidavit of mailing or hand delivery is 
recommended to confirm proper notice.   

Notice of the Opt Out: Within 30 days after the opt 
out vote, notice of the results must be mailed or 
hand delivered to all unit owners.  The person 
providing the notice must sign an affidavit and file 
it with the official records of the association 
showing compliance with this requirement.   The 
current owner is required to provide a copy of this 
notice to new owners before closing or to new 
renters before signing a lease.   

Recording: The vote is effective upon recording a 
certificate attesting to the vote in the public records 
of the county where the condo is located.  

Division Reporting:  An Association that has 
successfully voted to opt out of fire sprinkler 
retrofitting must file a report with the Florida 
Division of Condominiums, Timeshares and Mobile 
Homes, indicating the membership vote and the 
recording of a certificate attesting to the vote in 
public records.     

So, what if an Association successfully opts out?  Is it 
then stuck with that decision forever?  The answer is 
NO!  A successful vote to opt out does not mean that the 
Association cannot later decide to opt back in.   A 
previous successful vote to opt out, can be reversed by a 
vote to require retrofitting.  Such vote may be taken at a 
properly noticed special meeting of the members called 
by a petition of at least 10% of the voting interests.  This 
type of vote may only be called once every 3 
years.  Email notice is specifically prohibited for a 
meeting called for this purpose.     
While the potentially significant expense involved in fire 
sprinkler retrofitting is often a large factor in an 
Association's decision to pursue an opt out, this should 
never be the determining factor.   It is crucial that board 
members conduct independent research to decide 
whether a proposal to opt out is right for their 
community.  This may include retaining a life-safety 
engineer to assess the fire safety of the buildings within 
your community.  At the minimum, it is recommended 
that associations seek help from local fire departments to 
ensure there are adequate safety protections in place.  If 
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